d.light announces customer COVID relief donation from Shell
This donation is set to support COVID-19 relief efforts to provide financial relief to over 100,000 customers to
mitigate the economic hardship caused by stringent lockdowns and help them to keep the lights on.
Nairobi, 1 July 2020 d.light, a leading innovator of clean energy products, and Shell1 have signed an
agreement that sees Shell donate to d.light for the benefit of customers in Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria. This
support will help families continue to access the reliable electricity on which they depend to work, live, learn
and communicate. Over 100,000 customers with solar home systems will receive contributions towards their
payments throughout the month of July.
The global economy is facing one of its worst downturns since the Great Depression2 due to COVID-19.
Those hit hardest by the downturn are the most vulnerable communities at the base of the socio-economic
pyramid, which d.light serves through its pay-as-you-go solar home system offerings. During this trying time,
this donation will provide much needed relief to d.light customers struggling to meet their energy
payments, helping to ensure continued access to reliable and affordable clean electricity.
Commenting on the donation;
 d.light CEO Ned Tozun
d support from Shell. As we come to terms with
the new normal in the wake of the pandemic, this donation allows us to make life brighter for families we
serve in Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria who have experienced lockdowns. Our aim is to bring hope and a better
quality of life for people across the markets in which
.


Shell Vice-President Social Performance Joanna Cochrane said:
recognises how improving access to
energy supports better health and wellbeing, while creating new economic prospects for people. We are keen
to support those struggling to keep their lights on, in particular due to the impact of COVID-19. We are
3
delighted to work through this existing partnership to effectively

d.light and Shell aim to support customers in weathering financial setbacks4 and constraints caused by
COVID-19, continuing to positively impact lives. In support of UN Sustainable Development Goal 7 the
we want to help connect everyone, irrespective of status; to reduce
disparities in access to sustainable energy products; and to address income inequalities.
//End.

About d.light
Founded in 2006 at Stanford, d.light is a global leader in solar energy, dedicated to providing the most reliable,
affordable and accessible solar lighting and power systems for people living in the developing world. d.light provides
distributed solar energy to households and small businesses in 70 countries, impacting the lives of over 100 million
people. Our mission is to transform 1 billion lives with sustainable products. For further information about d.light, visit:
https://www.dlight.com & follow us on twitter.com/dlightdesign & https://www.facebook.com/dlightdesigninc.
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IMF Blog
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/14/the-great-lockdown-worst-economic-downturn-since-the-great-depression/
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For more on Shell’s social investment activities in access to energy, visit:
https://www.shell.com/sustainability/communities/access-to-energy.html
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Oxfam Report
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620976/mbdignity%20not%20destitution-an-economic-rescue-plan-for-all-090420-en.pdf

